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Extended Abstract

Background: Today, many countries have included the tourism industry in their strategic
development plans to achieve sustainable and stable growth. Among them, agricultural tourism
is one of the various forms of tourism that can play an effective role in reducing farmers' risks as
a complement to agricultural activities. The attractiveness of agricultural activities for tourists, in
addition to the economic, social, and cultural development of agricultural areas, leads to the
creation of job opportunities and income diversification in the agricultural sector, which will
ultimately lead to strengthening the resilience of farmers against natural shocks and market
fluctuations. Kerman Province is considered one of the main tourism hubs of Iran due to its unique
historical, cultural, and natural features. Covering more than 11% of Iran’s area, this province is
the largest province in Iran and has a special capacity in tourism, with 10 UNESCO World
Heritage Sites, 41 tourist areas, and more than 91 natural and historical monuments. Kerman is
considered an important agricultural hub in the country due to its diverse climate, the production
of about 70 types of agricultural products, and having more than 15% of the country's gardens.
Despite the severe limitations of water resources, this province has been able to play a key role in
the national economy by relying on strategic and export-oriented agriculture. Given the
multidimensional nature of agriculture, evaluating this sector based on traditional indicators, such
as production and employment, is not sufficient; dimensions such as environmental protection,
cultural-spiritual values, and recreational potential should also be considered. Given these
capacities, agricultural tourism can be a new platform for sustainable development in this
province. Therefore, the present study aims to identify and rank factors affecting the development
of agricultural tourism in Kerman Province using the nonparametric fuzzy analytic hierarchy
process.

Methods: The present study is applied in terms of purpose and has a mixed approach in terms of
nature. To achieve the research goal, 28 experts in the fields of tourism and agriculture in Kerman
Province, including experts and activists in these fields and university professors, were selected
through a purposive method in 2025. The research process was carried out in two stages; in the
first stage, the factors affecting the development of agricultural tourism were identified and
localized through reviewing previous studies and conducting interviews with experts. In the
second stage, the identified factors were ranked using a questionnaire tool, the paired comparison
matrix, and the fuzzy analytic hierarchy process. Excel, SPSS, and Expert Choice statistical
software were used to analyze the data.

Results: The results of the study showed that the main dimensions of agricultural tourism
development in Kerman Province, from the first to the fourth priority, included the physical-
institutional, environmental, economic, and social dimensions. The criteria and sub-criteria were
ranked after prioritizing the main dimensions. In the physical-institutional dimension, the
"agricultural tourism development infrastructure criterion" with a focus on infrastructure services,
water consumption management, and tourist reception capacity, took the first rank. In the
environmental dimension, the "regional attractions criterion" with an emphasis on the distance of
agricultural areas from urban areas, the "environmental quality criterion" with an emphasis on
environmental health, and the "agricultural landscape criterion" with a focus on drought and
erosion were ranked first to third, respectively. In the economic dimension, the "accommodation
and food services criterion" with an emphasis on the existence of these services near farms and
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the "regional economic structure criterion" with a focus on agricultural tourism demand were
ranked first. Finally, in the social dimension, "Security services and cultural services" took the
first and second ranks, respectively.

Conclusion: Despite the various benefits of agricultural tourism for farmers and tourists,
agricultural tourism has not developed much in Kerman Province. The results of ranking the sub-
criteria, criteria, and various dimensions of agricultural tourism show that the existence of
infrastructure and communication services, including the existence of suitable roads, the Internet,
and telephone networks in target areas, are among the most important factors affecting the
development of agricultural tourism. Accordingly, it is suggested that policymakers in the fields
of tourism and agriculture focus on improving these infrastructures to provide the necessary
framework for facilitating access to tourist areas and increasing tourist attraction. The high
priority of the criterion of the security of agricultural areas for residents and tourists indicates the
importance of this criterion for both groups of stakeholders. Accordingly, in addition to providing
security by relevant institutions, the participation of local people in improving the security of
agricultural areas can be considered an effective step in the development of agricultural tourism.
Planning and creating a platform to attract private sector investors in agricultural tourism
activities, especially in agricultural areas close to urban centers, is a strategic opportunity for
entrepreneurship, increasing income, and reducing migration. Given the determining role of
regional attractions in attracting tourists, diversifying these attractions through holding special
cultural and sports events requires targeted planning. Moreover, improving welfare services,
including accommodation and food, and teaching farmers and tourists about the concepts of
agricultural tourism are requirements for development in this field.
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Table 2. Results of Cronbach's Alpha Coefficient Calculation

EligyS sl cops ol sl jizg
Cronbach's Alpha Coefficient Questionnaire sections
0.928 G )RD3)S drwgs ol Dl
Main dimensions of tourism development
0.962 geloiz] Jolse
Social factors
0.0893 @Lal Jolse
Economic factors
0.879 e Jelye
Environmental factors
0.936 LSAL@ - d.\.:.]lf J“ly’

Physical-institutional factors
slonl Gloss jlxe

0.935 - - dael
Social services criteria
0.859 el Slass s
Security services criteria
0.922 Samp Slass s
Cultural services criteria
0.929 P e )
Population structure criteria
0.963 Pigel sz
Education criteria
0.891 Objse dnols o8 e
Host community welfare criteria
0.882 lig 5 cwlil wloss lxe

Accommodation and food services criteria

0.925 e il g (pliwg) lio lne
Rural industries and local markets criteria

dibaio (g3laidl il Hlne

0.889 . . I
Regional economic structure criteria

0.875 dbaio sadly Jlao

Regional attractions criteria
0.908 dilain (5)ysliS jlaie Lo

Regional agricultural landscape criteria
0.893 o) Lo CS e
Environmental quality criteria
0.971 SipgliS )58 dnwgs i by jlse
Agricultural tourism development infrastructure criteria
0.925 SipgliS (§)R83)5 dawgs (535 Clodd Jlme
Institutional Service Criteria for Agricultural Tourism Development

0913 dolidlnyy JS

Total Questionnaire

Source: research findings Geios claadly s le


http://dx.doi.org/10.61882/jea.2026.469
http://jea.sanru.ac.ir/article-1-469-en.html

[ Downloaded from jea.sanru.ac.ir on 2026-10-16 ]

[ DOI: 10.61882/j€a.2026.469 ]

At

(V) Jsdo 50 &S widgy (golpd —6aJlS 5 Jaies ¢(golaidl
ol sl el 51 plaS™ s a8 sl S5 LS L00S gabal,

9729 Sl 2)lreyj 5 aylae (pl g 39 (ol jlne
LA gauco gl F-YY Jolis jo a8 siily wyy

U e M 5 (6565 dasbes o3LTLs oo 50

OlosS sl 13 (559U (5 )503)5 dsmogs 1 e Jelge S5 el )bl oo

AW d)}ié“? oleMb| O.))f .))19 dosld d)ﬁjé“-? )| kes)

4 o2bod oliel bas g (295 Clunlio B p dolidusy
O A yb dtm)l.,,m 9 uJ“‘" .)Lq‘ 455 9 )9 ‘d)’lé il
U.Lpl .)Lu‘ ‘ulf)“) u])ho 9 uUUa.o)J &$I9° u.ul.w‘).: W)
elol dlul Jold (65)0liS (6, R83)5 dmwgi  i3e

FAHP g, > (295 Slaslie (wlal p (ol slal 19 =V Jgi>

Table 3. Main criteria weight based on pairwise comparisons in the FAHP method
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Table 4. Prioritization of social dimension criteria affecting the development of agricultural tourism
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Table 5. Prioritization of social service sub-criteria
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Table 6. Prioritization of security service sub-criteria
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Table 7. Prioritization of cultural service sub-criteria
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Table 8. Prioritization of population structure sub-criteria
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Table 9. Prioritization of education sub-criteria
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Table 10. Prioritization of economic dimension criteria affecting the development of agricultural tourism
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Table 11. Prioritization of community welfare sub-criteria
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Table 12. Prioritization of accommodation and food service sub-criteria
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Table 13. Prioritization of sub-criteria for rural industries and local market services
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Table 14. Prioritization of sub-criteria of the economic structure of the region
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Table 15. Prioritization of environmental criteria affecting agricultural tourism
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Table 16. Prioritization of sub-criteria for regional attractions

a0 claail, 15l

dl.a:d..gblq- dL‘l’)L‘.—*ﬁ oS L) o uL““’ (\()) JS'\? C"L"
b e (gygliS Hhate g cum) lame CuiS cadlate
B3l gy il ddlate (g5)0liS (KBS drwg

adlaio (glaadl> (slo)lne ) (cduCuglgl —VF Joso

(Final weight) ol ()39

(Criteria) jlxo

ailaio > (558 (5,553,5 slaygs )15

0.053

Holding agricultural tourism tours in the region
0.078 Lr“*l” dL“"".')l? 95
Diversity of natural attractions
0.073 Sogeld 9 Bl e £h) DY pase iS5 s
Acreage of crops, horticulture, and livestock farming
0.026 s 2529
Existence of nomads
0.245 (5%83)5 Ban glabig)) (6,%53,5 = (55,9LiS slooaSns 392
Existence of agricultural-tourism villages (tourism target villages)
0.524 SR ) 85y9kiS 3blie dlols
Distance of agricultural areas from urban areas
CR CRE Bl gy

0.021 0.069

Incompatibility rate

Source: research findings

‘O])QZJ; ‘_g|)g «S L) o uL\M) @L; Og.] IRVATY) Lg)i’\/lg
395 s e Fblio 4 (6)yeliS” Bbolie (S35 5 e dny
dade QL] 3 cage A 5 Cusl Sl Ko lgisa
b (65y9liS” oo )30 jlieds yly (65,5liS (6,885

55 glaasly 23 le

S adlaie claadls (slaylao ) (cducagll dej )

I shliS bl dlols &5 wmd o ol (V) Jgao
EF5 9 ISy liS slmedSad gy s
sras) by bjlasy; ple 4 Cuns b sbadl


http://dx.doi.org/10.61882/jea.2026.469
http://jea.sanru.ac.ir/article-1-469-en.html

[ Downloaded from jea.sanru.ac.ir on 2026-10-16 ]

[ DOI: 10.61882/j€a.2026.469 ]

Ve

LT M S 5 (08 dords 3Ll oo

odol Conddy ol jlael sximalis 55 +/+F 6,55l

Cw

VFe0 /) a)L«E/WIbJ}W Jw /L;,’,,L;:S » L{J)SUS sl

Sl s syt 3bolio 51 oS (glailune g o alols
Olej 3 (924 o ol pemdy ;K83 (gl iy (g yiwd

adbaio (659l yaie gl jlimayj (caucaglgl -V g

Table 17. Prioritization of sub-criteria of the agricultural landscape of the region
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Table 18. Prioritization of environmental quality sub-criteria
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Table 19. Prioritization of physical-institutional criteria affecting agricultural tourism
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Table 20. Prioritization of sub-criteria for agritourism development infrastructure
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Table 21. Prioritization of sub-criteria of institutional factors of agricultural tourism development
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Table 22. Prioritization of agritourism development strategies affecting agritourism
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