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Extended Abstract

Background: In response to the goals of sustainable development, a new socio-economic system
known as the shared economy has emerged. This model focuses on sharing resources among
individuals, which helps to mitigate negative environmental and social impacts while also
reducing costs. The agricultural sector in Iran, however, is particularly vulnerable to instability,
making it essential to explore strategies that promote and implement the shared economy within
this field. This study aims to identify the barriers to implementing a shared economy in agriculture,
specifically in the central plateau region of Iran. The shared economy in agriculture involves
collaborative farming practices where resources such as land, equipment, and labor are shared
among farmers. This approach not only enhances productivity but also fosters community
engagement and sustainability. However, the successful implementation of shared farming
initiatives is often obstructed by various barriers. Understanding these obstacles is crucial for
developing effective strategies that can facilitate the transition to a shared economic model in
agriculture.

Methods: The research employs a descriptive-survey methodology and is classified as practical
in terms of its objectives. The statistical sample comprises 15 experts and farmers engaged in
shared farming initiatives in the central plateau of Iran. Participants were selected using a
judgmental sampling method to ensure that those with relevant expertise and experience were
included in the study. The research began with a comprehensive review of existing literature to
identify the barriers to establishing shared farms. Based on this review, expert opinions were
solicited to localize the identified barriers, leading to the formation of a decision tree. This
decision tree served as a framework for analyzing the various obstacles to shared farming.
Subsequently, pairwise comparison matrices were constructed at each level of the decision tree,
allowing for a systematic evaluation of the barriers. To rank and prioritize these barriers, the
Analytic Hierarchy Process (AHP) method was employed, utilizing Expert Choice version 11
software. This method enables the assessment of complex decision-making scenarios by breaking
them down into simpler components, thereby facilitating a clearer understanding of the relative
importance of each barrier.

Results: The findings of this research revealed that the barriers to implementing shared farms in
the central plateau of Iran can be categorized into four main groups: economic, social, technical,
and stakeholders' barriers. Each of these categories encompasses various sub-barriers that
contribute to the challenges faced in establishing shared farming practices. Economic barriers
emerged as the most significant obstacle, particularly the high capital costs associated with
initiating shared farming projects. Many potential participants are deterred by the substantial
initial investments required. Additionally, the lack of financial incentives exacerbates this issue,
as many farmers are hesitant to invest in a model that is not well-established. Social barriers also
play a critical role in hindering the adoption of shared farming practices. A notable challenge is
the lack of willingness to change among farmers. Many individuals are accustomed to traditional
farming practices and may resist adopting new methods, even if they promise greater efficiency
and sustainability. This reluctance often arises from a fear of the unknown or a lack of awareness
regarding the benefits of shared farming. Technical barriers were identified as another significant
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challenge. Many farmers in the region lack access to modern agricultural technologies that could
facilitate shared farming practices. Without the necessary tools and resources, implementing a
shared economy becomes increasingly challenging. Furthermore, inadequate communication
platforms hinder collaboration among farmers, limiting their ability to coordinate efforts and share
resources effectively. This barrier highlights the need for improved networking and collaboration
within the agricultural community. Based on the prioritization of these barriers, the study found
that the most pressing sub-barriers include capital costs, lack of incentives, reluctance to change,
lack of technology, and insufficient communication platforms. Addressing these issues is crucial
for facilitating the successful implementation of shared farms in the region.

Conclusion: The results of this study underscore the significance of understanding and addressing
the barriers to implementing shared farms in the central plateau of Iran. Among the identified
barriers, economic challenges, particularly capital costs, emerged as the most critical obstacle to
the successful establishment of shared farming initiatives. Therefore, it is imperative that a
comprehensive revenue model and return on investment (ROI) calculations are developed and
communicated to potential partners before initiating shared farming projects. Furthermore,
recognizing the importance of incentives is vital for promoting a culture of shared farming. To
encourage participation and foster successful implementation, both material and spiritual
incentives should be considered. Material incentives could include financial support, subsidies,
and the provision of necessary facilities. On the other hand, spiritual incentives may involve
recognizing and appreciating successful shared farming ventures, thereby motivating others to
participate. In summary, the development of a shared economy in agriculture holds great potential
for enhancing productivity and sustainability in the central plateau of Iran. By addressing the
identified barriers and fostering a supportive environment for shared farming practices,
stakeholders can contribute to the overall improvement of the agricultural sector, ultimately
benefiting farmers and the broader community.
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Table 1. Barriers to Establishing Shared Farms based on a literature review

abe o = s bol lse
Refrences Description Sub-Barriers Main Barriers
Iy ylasl 550 (Jlo ol Wilg o &S Conl cpl (STysl slasdl Lol glacyje 5l (S
390 Cawdds ya 5l 395 4 Glo yus A}
Onete et al., 2018 9 22 o 829) 2w 450
( ) One of the main advantages of the shared economy is that it can achieve the Capital Cost
expected financial results soon after implementation. laidl glge

3 4l o VMBI abli sl alo oo plyieer 2 o Colen 411555

b 5l (STysl slaml gy e
Partners need external financial support as incentives to deal with initial

(Onete et al., 2018)

Economic Barriers

Lo 3gudio 39205
Lack of Incentives

financial disruptions during the start-up of the shared economy.

(Maet al., 2018)
economy activities.

g g0 U_§l);zl Slasdl el 5o ol 8l e )lie 5l wilo ‘0“195 Os?g‘u!)ﬁfm ol 35.eS
The strictness of the laws prevents people from participating in shared i )

Lack of Lows

Szl 4 3959 511y leiind ¢ STynsl slamdl Sz g (ojgel (aBT pac s 4

(Maetal., 2018) ) 3 (Sl S)lan SgeaS Obdiad glge
Due to the lack of awareness, training and complexity of the sharing Lack of Cooperation Stakeholders
economy, it prevents stakeholders from entering the shared economy. Barriers

sy (Shndl slazdl (dlal (gl pleiind (g9 | (5128 gon (al8T pas Jdoa, (5 ol L sgea5

(Munkge, 2017) 2,

Due to lack of awareness, there is no pressure from stakeholders to
implement the shared economy.

lack of Pressure
(Feeling of Need)

(Cheng et al., At 3350 295 golio LSSl 4 3 bl Ay ()3 dloel pae Loy slaiel sgsa8
2019) Due to the lack of trust among partners, they are hesitant to share their Lack of Trust
resources.
(Cheng etal., R L P eV LR P e S J”l‘” 29225
2019) Many people are reluctant to change to this new system Lack o c\:/k\gnglegness o
Lily 15,5 (Sinlon puic g codliss pac Jdoay (81,0l sl ()5 oo o .
(Cheng et al., sl Gslin ol ela U 3935 pas oy Bos 5 cal siymy b)) 4
2019 The network between shared economy partners is really complicated due to Communication
lack of transparency and lack of coordination of partners and mainly due to Network elezal @l
lack of proper communication channels. ) SoSial Bérrci)e?;
(Govindan et al., D)6 g9 (STynil slasdl jl BT 5l asie amaw g 281 5508
2020) There is no specific level of awareness of the shared economy. Lack of Awareness
Slgabd S 035l 1y (Sl slatdl 5] 00055 515 b (polod & Lot (b
(Goviggg(r; etal., g e b 35 2 gl
) It becomes difficult to design a system that satisfies all partners of the shared Difference in values
economy value chain.
s p> (Sl osladl gl sl (bolsl glge 51 (Su plyeas S5 o ol ) )
(Onete et al., 2018) gds did)S Sy Calgiune pas

This can be considered as one of the communication barriers for the
implementation of shared economy.

Lack of Responsibility



http://dx.doi.org/10.61186/jea.10.20.43
https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.25383426.1402.10.20.2.3
https://jea.sanru.ac.ir/article-1-361-fa.html

[ Downloaded from jea.sanru.ac.ir on 2026-04-24 ]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.25383426.1402.10.20.2.3 ]

[ DOI: 10.61186/jea.10.20.43 ]

&Mb SR
oy Sk dngs Blanl 4y ol 5,59, b (STl &)l50 sbnl glge 3)90 55 (655 preuas

G5 Sl y9p0 olol o (STl (6550liS gl sl 2l Elge =) Joo el

Continued Table 1. Barriers to Establishing Shared Farms based on a literature review
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Table 3. Some personal and professional characteristics of respondents

Joale Y
Role/Job Education
Sl KW Sl RSN
Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage
11 73.33 g 35liS 1 6.66 e
Eminent Farmer Diploma
859138 Sl Ciglea L5
3 20 Vice President of 4 26.66 Soeheior
Agricultural Jihad
5o9uiS slo pe L)) bl
1 6.66 8209 > 6 40 S
Manager of agricultural jihad Master
sl o 1 6.66 SFSD Geelild
Experience Age Ph. D Student
7 29 Jale 3 20 &5
Minimum Ph.D.
Sl
2 ~ 1 1
8 5 Maximum 5 00 Total
&.—OQ 9 @w d))ﬁu dl)>‘ OM‘JJLA)L.MJ @19.@ d)l""u"ﬁ’ )9]4«04;

bl wlge (B pd Sl 4 a3l g Slodl yg9p0 bl

() Jaiz ool 5 ol 5350 236 5 (STl
M uL.»bI 39)° L)"L‘"‘)" DM@L»L..» J.o‘}c A jasuie
3l odsasl,l cllas olwl elwly g 48,5 )18 5 8 ,Lasl
Olrl g bl yd b calie o5 ol Jelge (0 38 (g9
WNAS et oddb(ga0sS gy (F) Jeda By ol
03l yiled (V) S 53 5 (6 38 ol B )3 ¢ puimond

dsie Gilae) Jelse (oolod (g5l (glanlidunyy STyl
8)5 L8 B ksl 3 AT Ll el 5 (S
Jelge plgieds 392 5 (VL gl el (uS0le o8 Jlelge
« (Belton et al., 2019) was Glsasl ingh Jae ol
@ Jolos (arass pslaiey ashl > .800 ol (F) Jgaa
Olie 28 awslgd (B8 Sl ol aws Jlea jI Sopn
oo A BY Gl bl ol diws o ay fole o Sy
2 2l el lyed (1 SSlee (1992 5Vl olal S


http://dx.doi.org/10.61186/jea.10.20.43
https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.25383426.1402.10.20.2.3
https://jea.sanru.ac.ir/article-1-361-fa.html

[ Downloaded from jea.sanru.ac.ir on 2026-04-24 ]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.25383426.1402.10.20.2.3 ]

[ DOI: 10.61186/j€a.10.20.43 ]

Ho

uﬂw’ Lb).\w

VEY /Y oyleds [omd Jlo /6559LiS 50 0 31,8 (clad ol

Olraiy d éﬂ,&
Stakeholders Barriers

&P @l

Technical Barriers

S S £33 =Y IS
Figure 2. Decision tree

oyl 5550 36 3 (1,53 g lse Sl Slge —F Sy

Table 4. Barriers to Establishing Shared Farms in the central plateau of Iran
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