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Extended Abstract

Background: The entreprencurial atmosphere in rural communities is undergoing a transition
under the influence of global developments. Rural women have been left behind in the train of
entrepreneurial development in the wake of the advances in knowledge and technology due to
historical backwardness, which is mostly rooted in culture and tradition. On the one hand, rapid
changes and the requirements of the modern world, and on the other hand, the slowness of
environmental changes and dependence on traditions in complex rural communities have formed
the paradox of entrepreneurial development. This problem is much more complicated in its

general form and takes on a unique form in the area of rural women's entrepreneurship. Extrinsic
conditions for initiating entrepreneurial activities are crucial in the field of women's
entrepreneurship, taking into account social and cultural approaches. If it is accepted that personal
development results from talent and perseverance, it can be concluded that providing
perseverance for talent to manifest requires the provision of environmental conditions, or at least
it can be stated that it will reduce the costs of personal development. Due to social issues and
weaknesses in the structure, rural women's entrepreneurship in the west of the nation is a little
more complicated than in other regions. Accordingly, the present study aims to model the effect
of extrinsic components along with components that have an individual and personality origin on
the desire for entrepreneurship among rural women.

Methods: With a quantitative general approach, the present study was conducted with a
descriptive correlation method. The research is applied in terms of its purpose and non-
experimental in terms of the method of controlling variables. The study population (3960 people)
is rural women of Miandarband village in Kermanshah City. Based on the Krejci and Morgan

table, 250 people were selected as the sample size. A researcher-made questionnaire was used to
collect data. Two content and construct validity (confirmatory factor analysis) methods were used
to determine validity. The reliability of the research Instrument was examined and confirmed by
calculating Cronbach's alpha coefficient. The data were analyzed using SPSS 23 software, and
structural equation modeling, and path analysis in Amos 23 software were used in the inferential
statistics section. In this study, internal factors refer to all structures and variables that originate
in the mind and possession of the individual. In addition, external factors are related to structures
and variables that have their roots in the external environment and the atmosphere of rural
women's entrepreneurship.

Results: The average age of the studied women was 39 years. More than 80% were married, and
about 60% had less than a high school diploma. In addition, employed and unemployed women
were 14.4% and 85.6%, respectively. Entrepreneurial experience was recorded in 9.2% of the
studied individuals, and 90.8% had no entrepreneurial experience. Moreover, entrepreneurial
knowledge and characteristics explained 37% of the variance in the attitude variable and 48% of
the variance in the perceived behavioral control variable. In addition, knowledge could explain
21% of the variance of the subjective norm variable, and finally, the research variables
(entrepreneurial characteristics, attitude, economic factors, and educational factors) explained
56% of the variance of the entrepreneurial desire variable. According to the results, despite the
results of previous research, entrepreneurial knowledge, subjective norm, and self-efficiency as
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internal variables, and family factors, institutional-organizational factors, and sociocultural
factors as external variables did not affect the entrepreneurial desire of the studied women.
Conclusion: External structures that have shaped the surrounding environment and the invisible
space that governs the minds of rural women can have a dual role in women's entrepreneurship,
and their orientation is decisive for rural women's intention toward entrepreneurship. Therefore,
to increase the attitude and desire for entrepreneurship among rural women, there is a need to
create favorable environmental conditions for entrepreneurship and improve the level of literacy
regarding entrepreneurship and understanding of existing sociocultural conditions. Typically, in
a suitable entrepreneurial environment, intrapersonal and external factors should have a positive
synergistic effect on the creation and discovery of entrepreneurial opportunities. The results of
this study showed that, given the conditions prevailing among rural women, internal
characteristics such as knowledge, for which the tools and conditions for learning are available
nowadays, and mental norms and perceived behavioral control, could not affect women's
tendency toward entrepreneurship. A positive effect that has been pointed out in almost all studies.
The gender bias of development measures, which is usually, institutionalized in the decision-
making and action procedures of development projects, and few programs have been developed
with a focus on rural women, has affected the mental structures affecting entrepreneurship among
women in the region and, ultimately, has not shown its positive effect on women's desire for
entrepreneurship. Therefore, to encourage rural women in the region to become entrepreneurship,
it is necessary to observe the following: 1. targeting a part of rural development programs and
measures (at least proportional to the population of active and educated rural women), 2. changing
the attitude of rural women from "job seekers" to “job creators”, 3. training that familiarizes rural
women with hardware and software skills, 4. creating economic incentives, such as self-reliance
or self-actualization, in rural women through education, and 5. increasing entrepreneurial
characteristics, such as risk-taking and innovation, in rural women.
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Table 2. Cronbach's alpha and factor loadings of the model of components affecting the desire for entrepreneurship among rural

women
CR. (Factor loading) Ll (Components) aadse
(0= 0.70) (2 A1) & Jee
Desire for entrepreneurship
825 0.66 alie g Cuo )b 329 Cpgo )3 5 g S & g9,8 D1
Starting a business if you have the opportunity and resources
9.25 0.54 el Calip el D2
Having hope for success in the activity
10.46 0.79 ) 4{1;,_5)5})[5 a8l gl f,L\A 5 4 05551 el _D3 ) )
Having motivation and continuous effort for entrepreneurial action
11.07 0.89 olis] )3 )5 5 S bl (gly (P gpenae _D4
Being determined to build a business in the future
9.89 0.74 A Gl sipaeby 5 )5S0 DS
Goal setting and planning for entrepreneurship
(a=0.75) o) jlun
Mental norm
750 0.75 e g el o 4 Cos 2 311 slaclles il Comdl 5 (39 Siedjyl _MN1
The importance of entrepreneurial activities compared to other activities and jobs
odlgls slael o 53 Jelie 5 bl o 4y o by 31 slac b rilcgenl o o8 Ladsyl _MN2
9.80 0.86 The value and importance of entrepreneurial activitie% compared to other activities and jobs among family
members
762 053 0lgls Colas g Br9ds jl (l3y55 » ~MIN3
3 Having family encouragement and support
&y 81 plusl dawly 4 Ll 5 Glwsd oo > YU e jl (g)l5y53 0 _MN4
8.07 0.56 - . - ; . .
Enjoying high status among friends and acquaintances through entrepreneurial action
505 035 oy (53l 5 )5 5 S (il 45 cgd (plen 5 digoj (o guenl 3 _MNS
Provision of the environment and government support in starting a business and commercializing ideas
(a=0.75) gel, 8555
Self-efficacy
6.05 0.57 st ()l g ,lid ‘f_)»)';.w| Lvl).u 2, plslay 0B _S.E1 )
I am able to work well even in situations of stress, pressure, and conflict.
9.03 0.80 it 33 Slasana 5 body] Culgiune (ipdy g Jos H IS0l o jd 38l e 5 4y 28 _S.E2
I am able to encourage people to take initiative and accept responsibility for their ideas and decisions.
897 0.79 ot ) g S Sy ) Sl (Blid) ly ol 5 _S.E3
I am able to clearly articulate the vision and value of a business.
.84 0.77 it IS g ;Ms Llys 3 ol (i u‘).._u Jou 4,6 _S:I*;4
1 am able to withstand unforeseen changes in business conditions.
917 0.83 i 990 Plus o Cqx )3 50 )l @l 4y 2B _S.ES
I am able to provide effective solutions to existing problems.
i IS g oS S 00l g 0dlgils slaculad Cy e 4y 28 -S.E6
7.82 0.64 - ) . .
I manage many of the family's activities, so I am capable of running a business.
(a=0.70) 5,
Attitude )
8.50 0.64 . ) e sl Gt & Cand (g3t dgw g gle (392 Oi)’il)lg —Al
Being an entrepreneur has more benefits and advantages than disadvantages for me.
3o Pl 35 g S gilulel gl |y (M e A2
9.47 0.72 C 4
I will make every effort to start my own business.
11.06 0.72 ool b 2 A n (slebyr B A3
My professional goal is to become an entrepreneur.
10.36 0.81 bl (AL S o300 e () sl S e LA
Of the career options, I would prefer to be an entrepreneur.
1027 0.80 o padddle ol & o L 2 ol g e el & 0 L AS .
Considering all the advantages and disadvantages of entrepreneurship, I am still interested in it.
10.68 0.85 2z 2 0n sl ) 35 g (LS A6
Being an entrepreneur brings me great satisfaction.
(a=0.85) Ll
i Knowledge
6.90 0.53 2l el o 3L S lgis 4 S0 el I e K
I am aware of other people's activities as an entrepreneur.
205 073 A3y Canis b Jpms S ol i 3 S s o K2
I have sufficient knowledge in marketing a product or service.
8.13 0.76 et 1355 5 1> 5 g S Sy el sl p3Y ()8 45 I _K3
I have the work experience necessary to start a new business.
9.50 0.58 ) .,vzfue'aol,&:‘.{\ bl Sluyos il g piws blo)l oy 8L ;I{é\ L_KA}
I am in relation with entrepreneurs and benefit from their experiences.
737 0.64 ool Cawd 4 g5 1) )5 g S S (glil ol (sl (Jlo @l a5le) o5 wlie wibd po (pe _KS
I ’know how to obtain the necessary resources (e.g., finances) to start a business.
2 el (2 B oy g mealie b (95 4 _K6
8.18 0.77 . : ¢ .
I'am well acquainted with the concepts and theories of entrepreneurship.
et J12)55 3 32 )y S S sl sl p5Y 33 51 _KT7
8.63 0.87 )
I have the knowledge necessary to start a new business.
7.44 0.65 Plodgad (e 1y (28D 4 bgrjo gl 0y93 K8
1 have completed courses related to entrepreneurship.
(a=0.80) Sslgls Jolse
Family factors
8.45 0.52 3 dieke SloSgtus 2525 Ff1
Having multiple responsibilities at home.
837 0.82 A5 5 o Sl 2l ible Jlaidy oo FLA2
Family support and emotional backing for the business.
.67 0.93 L g S Jleslgls Jlo Sl g coles _F.£3
Family financial support for the business.
.24 0.79 B g S 5l gl sla Ules 5 53 4y ealgls sliel g slozel _F.f4

The family's trust and belief in the individual and their business abilities.
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CR. (Factor loading) Ll (Components) aadse
(0=0.80) K o cloz>] Jolge
Sociocultural factors
725 0.55 eloial oSl 5135 ol ST
Satisfaction of social status
5.05 037 liwg)y arols 13 )l 5 S (gidild pe S 5, _S.2
The Masculine Mindset of Business in Rural Society
476 034 anol> 53 OBl (o Ul 5 (U5 35903 (e g (st S5 lyy _S.13
The prevalence of traditional and negative thoughts about women and their abilities in society
7.89 0.67 ) K gcws g Cape obj L5Lmug_ljl?s ] S bl dgn9 S 4 )
Sufficient confidence in women's abilities in management and business
8.42 0.75 drols )3 (U5 Ologouas g Slylas (gly o0 BB 55,0 9 plas! _S.£5
Respect and value the opinions and decisions of women in society
8.03 0.69 axol Jluo o (gl § IS8 5 ool ol 5 U5 i _S.f6
The role of women in expressing new solutions and ideas to solve societal problems
8.26 0.72 o035 sloclld ) e8)lie 867
Participation in group activities
910 0.88 anel> )3 lye & S il o> 5l 065 5)ly95 5 _S.AB
Women enjoying equal rights to men in society
$75 0.81 Lug) 3 o5 csolail culled (gl ol sl g Lo 3925 SO
The existence of a peaceful environment and space for women's economic activity in the village
.68 0.80 olaidl gbedls gilully ol obiwg) laoxe jd U B2gis _S.f10
Encouraging women in rural areas to start economic activities
(a=0.90) olasl Jolge
3 Economic factors
12.75 072 oblsl 5 gy Jlo sloSaS il oslil ~E.f1
Using financial assistance from friends and acquaintances
14.50 0.93 I 5 S 5l 3590 ply iy 4 ol o yiwd —E.f2
Easy access to business loan requirements
1435 0.92 I g S 53 5l 390 yale Sl (59 plaskinl (sl Jbo Ul _E.f3
Financial ability to hire the skilled manpower needed in the business
14.20 0.91 5k 050 sloodles g adgl dlge 4y ] o _E.f4
Easy access to raw materials and required inputs
13.12 0.85 S Vg g Slesd as e e (sba)lil 4y (s _EF5
Access to local markets for the supply of manufactured products and services
(0= 0.85) (5550l Jooe
Educational factors
K g caS > Muass i _Ed.f1
11.22 0.65 )5 9 s )3 DA (A
The role of education in business
12,68 077 S g S i) 3 oS Slge 5 i b el _Ed.f2
Familiarity with specialized knowledge and skills in the field of business
955 0.68 N g S Aoy sty SleMbl g (b S 4 gaedMe _Ed.f3
Interest in gaining more knowledge and information in the field of business
11.69 0.88 g S Ao b J“‘J)" Sl JL"”)}f & (g _Ed.f4
Access to business-related training courses
10.94 0.81 s aleMbl s’ > eyl eslanel _Ed.£5
Using the Internet to obtain job information
11.81 0.89 s GleMbl s cas S 5 S 0je 0 3850 5 45 b aly3l L bls,|_Ed.f6
Connecting with experienced and successful people in the business field to obtain career information
11.38 085 g cws b Lo yo More g QLS 1 ooliul _Eq.ﬂ
Use of business-related books and magazines
(= 0.95) _ilojlu — o3l Jolss
Institutional-organizational factors
1675 0.78 callsd oo ailate 5 pliws) ol Lol sl St cylls _LFL
Activities of specific rural women's organizations in the area of activity
21.02 0.85 W g S diej > (loyaliio losd Bl yd cn (55 Tpe 4 (g yiod 12
Access to centers for business consulting services
16.20 0.89 93 lales Loy 3,8 L5 50 (sadgl e g aodlys (LISl &1l _Lf3
Provision of facilities, inputs, and raw materials needed by the individual by government institutions
15.88 0.88 W 5 S gl Ao S g Slosd 4y o yiwd _1LFA
Access to insurance services and facilities for business
15.08 0.84 e S S5 )3 Capds LIS
‘Membership in local organizations
17.83 0.95 SLSLE slalS g o glod ol gl LEO
The level of rural management organizations’ support for entrepreneurial businesses
17.85 0.95 Al B S g S 5l Loy (shyg colos e _LE7
The extent of village council’s support for entrepreneurial businesses
17.66 0.94 al B gl )lS 5 S5l Gl culen ol 1B
The extent of cooperative support for entrepreneurial businesses
16.97 092 0l S o)l g S5l gjpslisS Sl plojl oo e 11D
The extent of the agricultural organization's support for entrepreneurial businesses
16.92 0.92 AL LI g s L e glaglojle coles e 110
The level of support from business-related organizations of entrepreneurship
(0=0.75) Ls,81,8 Sl guas
Characteristics of entrepreneurship
. 62 S
6-50 0-6 Hard working
9.54 0.82 (ol 3:255) (S 9,5 ) Cuibgo S
Looking for career success
ol
7.82 0.61 ol Pl
Seeking career independence
9.49 0.81 Sy g SMEo iy 5 gy dllan]
Flexibility in the face pf problems and changes
6.43 0.48 SdySy

Acceptance of risk
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Table 3. Results of the test of the fitness indices of the structural model of the components affecting entrepreneurship

X2/df RMSEA TLI NFI CFI GFI Sy sl asls
(Fit indices)
<5 <0.10 0.90< 0.90< 0.90< 0.90< o iy jlude
(Suggested rate)
495 0.10 0.86 091 0.93 0.90 o8 3550y e
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Fig. 3. The path coefficients and factor loadings of the model of factors affecting the desire for entrepreneurship in

rural women
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Table 4. Coefficient of Determination Values of Research Variables
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Coefficient of Determination Indipendent Variable Dependent Variable
. . = (Knowledge) jisls
. Attitud WY -
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. - Knowledge) jisls
Self-effi 1,855 ( -
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Table 5. Results of standard path coefficients and their tests
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4o hpk by st o pd
(Acceptance or rejection P CR (Path
of the hypothesis) coefficient)

bans
(Hypothesis)

Accepted) 455 Jod 8.32 0.47

(
(Accepted) 4,8 Joud 9.27 0.44
(Accepted) aus,8 Jo:d 8.42 0.45
(Accepted) aus,8 Jo:d 5.46 0.29
(Accepted) 4,8 Joud 8.62 0.41
(Rejected) awsyb o, 0.73 0.03
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